
Francis Johnston 1760 – 1829

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation is part of Mucklagh Community Development’s Tenth Anniversary  celebrations, in June 2026.

My name is Darrell Hooper, aged 82 in 2026, Dublin born and moved to Tullamore area in 1982. Since the original version of this presentation, many years have passed and errors may have crept into this current version. In addition, new studies of our past, changes our views following new discoveries. Please forgive any uncorrected errors in this 2026 version.

Prior to 2010, I thought it would be interesting to present the work of Francis Johnston at Charleville Castle in County Offaly alongside his work elsewhere in Ireland. This has resulted in an interesting journey but deserves a more detailed and extensive publication, exclusive to Johnston. 
 



Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Brief introduction to Francis Johnston.
Francis Johnston’s life covered many interesting events in Irish History including - the 1798 Rebellion, The Act of Union 1801 and events leading up to the Catholic Emancipation Act in 1829.

Throughout his life, Ireland was always united, whether with a parliament in Dublin or London. I mention this, as I think it may help to understand the facility with which Johnston’s work moved from the general Armagh area to Dublin etc.

Francis Johnston was born in 1760 in Armagh, the second son of William Johnston – the first son being Richard. Both became architects and their work was sometimes mistaken for the other. Following his wife’s death in 1762, William married again and had two further sons, William, Architect and the youngest Andrew a doctor. 




Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Francis Johnston’s birth in Ireland is highly significant as prior to Johnston, most significant architects working in Ireland were not Irish born.

Francis Johnston’s father was first cousin to Samuel Murray and his son William Murray was Francis’s second cousin and their lives were intertwined at many levels, one of which was the eventual Murray Collection.

William Murray was architectural partner of Francis Johnston and the Catalogue of the Murray Collection includes details of much of Francis Johnston’s work and original architectural drawings. It is said to be “one of the best, if not, the most outstanding collection of architectural drawings in Ireland”.
Maurice Craig says “Johnston designed in many styles: classic, gothic, classical gothic and a peculiarly hard and callow manner which can only be called institutional”.  





Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The Outline of this June 2026 presentation - I will, first of all, introduce you to Francis Johnston.

Please remember that nearly all the images, drawings, watercolours, and photographs which I will show are designed by, or related to Francis Johnston – if not I will inform you.

Then I will start with Armagh and move south, all the way to Charleville Castle, Tullamore, taking in much, but not all, his work in between.

In one half hour it is impossible to cover all his extensive achievements and a magic carpet is needed to complete the journey.
 





Richard Robinson – Baron Rokeby – Lord Primate of All Ireland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(shown here) Richard Robinson, Protestant Archbishop of Armagh, also 1st Lord Rokeby, played an important role in Johnston’s early career and he himself was responsible for many of the fine buildings in Armagh and elsewhere.

John Wesley accused him of being more interested in buildings that in the care of souls.

Robinson organised to send Johnston to Dublin in 1778 and he was articled to Thomas Cooley , an Englishman, and to whose position, as architect to Primate Robinson, he succeeded on Cooley’s death in 1784.  

Johnston returned to Armagh as architect to Primate Robinson and started to complete Cooley’s unfinished work.

He then moved to Drogheda due to work commitments.

Richard, Francis’s elder brother, married Susanna Barnes of Armagh and lived in Eccles Street Dublin. 

In 1790 Francis married Anne Barnes who was Susanna’s sister.

Following the death of Primate Robinson in 1794, Francis, now married, moved to Eccles Street, Dublin aged 34 where he lived for the rest of his life – ending up in now numbered 64 Eccles Street.

He and his wife had no children. 
(30-33 later 64 Eccles Street) 




Armagh

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Richard Robinson, Protestant Archbishop of Armagh



Francis Johnston  -unknown artist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This portrait comes without any details and is in the Collection at the National Museums Northern Ireland

The following portraits need only  brief comments. 


http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/paintings/francis-johnston-122939





Francis Johnston c.1810

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Francis Johnston himself. 






His wife, Mrs Francis Johnston, nee Anne Barnes. c.1810

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Anne Johnston – his wife.  






Francis Johnston. early 1820s

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
by Thomas Clement Thompson in the 
Collection of the National Museums Northern Ireland.

This portrait  is very interesting as it seems to be the original on which the often-used Black and White Image is taken. This makes sense to me because when John Betjemen in 1946 and Edward McPartland in 1969 produced their works on Francis Johnston, it was an age before digital cameras. The possibility to photograph works of art etc, without the use of damaging flash photography, was limited.
And so, maybe not until now, has this image been seen in colour without a visit to  Belfast’s National Museum of Northern Ireland. 
His portrait and a portrait of his wife were destroyed in 1916 in a fire in the Royal Hibernian Academy in Abbey Street, Dublin. Since this and the following image  of his wife are dated early 1820s – were there two sets of portraits?







Mrs Francis Johnston, née Anne Barnes . early 1820s

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Anne Johnston again.
by Thomas Clement Thompson
Collection: National Museums Northern Ireland







Francis Johnston, His Wife and Two Nephews 1827

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I do not know which of their nephews are in this portrait - by Martin Cregan. (Next Primary Slide) 
 

Francis Johnston (1760–1829), His Wife and Two Nephews
Date painted: c.1827
Oil on canvas, 97.7 x 80.3 cm
Collection: National Museums Northern Ireland




Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most usual image of Francis Johnston – in the days of Black and white and no digital cameras.



View of Eccles Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is Eccles Street where Francis and Anne Johnston lived in Dublin. 

 They lived on the left, as we look up the street with the Mater Hospital on the right. It is difficult to know how often the street was renumbered. Johnston and his brother Andrew built Nos. 30-33 Eccles Street circa 1822 and sold off nos. 30 and 31, retaining nos. 32 and 33. Francis Johnston's own house later became 64 Eccles Street,  and it is still there today.
 




View of Eccles Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I found a planning application for this premises by O’Connell Mahon Architects, which was granted in February 2012. This states about 64 Eccles Street Dublin 1.  
And I quote :-

“This 18th century Georgian terraced house is a protected structure with an annexe to the south, designed by Francis Johnston including a unique octagonal structure; the original landscaping and a previous folly mews at the rear of the garden which no longer remain, apart from minimal elements of the flanking  gable walls of neighbouring mews.” End of Quote

This is the house where Johnston lived in Dublin and from where he was buried. 

I think the least Dublin Corporation could do is commemorate his memory, - with a plaque,
 




Painting of View from Eccles Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

This painting fascinates me as it looks so modern, in it’s composition, but it dates from prior to 1832. 

I quote from an entry under the artists name “ 

KIRCHHOFFER, HENRY, R.H.A.
(b. 1781, d. 1860)
Painter in Water-colours
From A Dictionary of Irish Artists 1913

A small oil picture, "A View of Mrs. Johnston's Garden in Eccles Street, from her dining-room," exhibited in 1832, belongs to Colonel Johnston, at Kilmore, Co. Armagh. This picture shows the sham Gothic church, etc., erected by Francis Johnston, the architect, at the end of his garden in Eccles Street, where he had his miniature peal of bells. 

This may well be the “Folly” referred to in a planning application?




Grave of Francis Johnston (d. 1829)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Francis Johnston’s final resting place, designed by himself, in St. George’s Cemetery, Whitworth Road, Drumcondra, Dublin. 



Armagh – Primates Palace 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following images of Armagh were taken on a miserable day for weather and for a Tullamore rugby result. I took a lift on the team bus and as they struggled on the pitch, I struggled with the weather.

In the distance is Archbishop Robinson’s Palace, on one of the many hills of Armagh. 



ArmaghArmagh – Primate’s Palace 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Constructed as a large two-storey house, 7 bays wide by 4 bays deep, to designs by Thomas Cooley for Archbishop Richard Robinson. An additional floor was later added by Francis Johnston for a later archbishop. Now, the Headquarters for Armagh City and District Council, after being vacated by the Archbishops in the 1970s.

On the right is the Archbishops Chapel. 


(Unfortunately both were under repair.) 





ArmaghArmagh – Primate’s Palace 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A nice view of the Palace with the third storey added. . 



ArmaghArmagh – View from Primate’s Palace

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A view of the Church of Ireland Cathedral from the Bishop’s Palace. Maybe he added an extra level in order to see it better? . 




Armagh

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chapel under repair. 



Armagh – Primate’s Chapel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Better view of Chapel. 

I have found it impossible to locate any photographs of the interior.





Armagh – Primate’s Chapel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Primates’s private chapel is a narrow building. Here we have the gallery and two principal pews with curtains around them.




St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Crest of St. Patrick’s Cathedral with Spire which has since been removed. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My approach to St.Patricks Cathedral. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And so I climb. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 
3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Exterior of Altar and Stained Glass Window on east end of the nave. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best view of Cathedral. Notice no Spire.

Johnston supervised the erection of Cooley's tower which became unstable, and he was responsible for a replacement. This seems not to have worked out either as it is no longer there.

Johnston also worked on the interior.

The Irish High King, Brian Boroimhe (Boru), defeated the Danes at the Battle of Clontarf in 1014. On his death in the field at Clontarf, his remains were brought to the hill of Armagh for interment in a spot indicated today by a stone inscription on the exterior west wall of the north transept. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Entrance. Unfortunately it was impossible for me to  get any decent interior images due to lack of light. So I borrowed one. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Interior view with alter and stained glass window. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh - Church of Ireland 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Repairs going on here also. 



St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh – Roman Catholic                                
Not By Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I was climbing to the Observatory I got this great view of the other St. Patricks Cathedral – this time the Roman Catholic Cathedral. 



Armagh Observatory 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Front view of the Observatory, built on a hill. It is said that it was a vanity location and not the best of locations for viewing the night sky or suitable for the delicate instruments required. 



Armagh Observatory 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rear view of the Observatory. 



Armagh – The Mall

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you were only to visit Armagh for one reason, this Mall would be it.

At the lowest point between all the hills was this wet and swampy area. William Robinson transformed it into this beautiful Mall, Cricket is still played here.

At the far northern end is the Courthouse. On the right is a terrace of houses and County Museum and behind me is the old county gaol soon to be converted into a hotel. 



Armagh – Courthouse

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the third drawing of the courthouse and this was used for the original build. It has been changed many times, once after it was bombed. As a courthouse and therefore a security risk it is difficult to obtain images of the interior.




Armagh – Courthouse

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 A watercolour of the courthouse




Armagh – Courthouse 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Side view of the Courthouse. 



Armagh – Courthouse 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Front view of the Courthouse as it is today.









Armagh – Courthouse 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Interior of the Courthouse.
 
I think because it is do with the judiciary, that it is difficult to obtain good images? 



Armagh – Courthouse 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Poor images of the interior.




Armagh – Courthouse 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Poor images of the interior.




Armagh – Charlemont Place,The Mall

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charlemont Place, a terrace of Houses on the east side of the Mall – By Francis Johnston.




Armagh    
County
Museum

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
County Museum on the east side of the Mall. – By Francis Johnston




Armagh – The Gaol

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Armagh Gaol with a miserable history on a miserable grey sky wet day. 





Armagh – The Gaol

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Same building with blue sky and flowers. It is probably time to take a rest. 

This building exemplifies three people who we have, and will continue to mention.

Thomas Cooley designed the section on the right with entrance on the left, one window not included in the photograph.

Francis Johnston designed the central section with an entrance further to the left.
And his cousin William Murray designed the last section on the left and more around the back of the building.

In turn all three held the position of architect to the Board of Works but were still allowed to continue with their private work for Archbishop Robinson and others.



Armagh – The Mall

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is our last view of Armagh and I put it in again for the simple reason I like the view.

While we rest at this spot we might think about the fact that Tullamore might be more renowned for the name of Johnston’s cousin William Murray, had he been more successful in his tenders bids.
 
Murray tendered in County Offaly for Durrow Abbey, Tullamore Jail and Tullamore Court House but was unsuccessful in all three.



Rokeby Hall, Louth  1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is Rokeby Hall designed by Cooley for Archbishop Robinson. It was completed by Johnston.

 (Next AncillarySlide) Design for a Farm House and offices to be build by His Grace the Lord Primate

Here is a detail of the Farm House.





Rokeby Hall, Louth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Design for a Farm House and offices to be build by His Grace the Lord Primate




Rokeby Hall, Louth 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Detail of Farm House.



Townley Hall, Louth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Design of a Gateway for Townley Hall 1802




Townley Hall, Louth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Watercolour of Townley Hall. Noted by many as “his finest work”. But then also is the Chapel Royal and Charleville Castle. Let the discussion start after I have finished showing you all of them!




Townley Hall, Louth 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Townley Hall as built.
 
As in many of the examples, we will meet the evening, we could spend one hour enjoying just one location’s individual beauty.


 



Townley Hall, Louth 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Townley Hall has many beautiful aspects to it.

I have concentrated on this staircase which I think is just magic.
 
As I progressed through this project, I found the staircases as one constant feature.






Townley Hall, Louth 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this image I would point out the slimness of the steps without any supports and the light from above. (Next Primary Slide) 



Townley Hall, Louth 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More Light. 



Townley Hall, Louth 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And finally the source of the light.
 



Clonmore, Louth

 

Glebe House, Clonmore, Co. Louth 
Built 1782 to a design by Francis Johnston, architect whose other works include Townley Hall, 

Drogheda and the GPO, Dublin. 
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I suppose this may have been one of his nixers. 


[image: image1.jpg]





Glebe House, Clonmore, Co. Louth


Built 1782 to a design by Francis Johnston, architect whose other works include Townley Hall, Drogheda and the GPO, Dublin.



Ballymakenny, Louth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This church is mentioned in most commentaries I have seen. When I visited it, I was not too impressed but then I did not see the interior. 




Slane Castle, Meath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle, where many of the best architects of their day, were involved in its design – Wyatt, Gandon and
Francis Johnston.





Slane Castle, Meath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle



Slane Castle, Meath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle




Slane Castle, Meath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle



Slane

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle



Slane

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slane Castle



Session House, Kells, Meath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Watercolour of Session House, Kells designed by Johnston.  A session house is another name for a court house. 



Headford House, Meath
Not by Francis Johnston ?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drawing of Headford House, Meath. It appears that Johnston got paid for his drawings but they were never used. It seems to me that the exterior drawing is pretty near to what was built.





Headford House, Meath 1
Not By Francis Johnston?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Black & White Photograph of Headford House.

Drawing of Headford House, Meath. It appears that Johnston got paid for his drawings but they were never used. It seems to me that the exterior drawing is pretty near to what was built.




Headford House, Meath 2
Not By Francis Johnston ?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Colour image of Headford in more recent times
 



Markree/ Mercury Castle Sligo 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Markree Gothic Gateway, one part for the estate, designed by Johnston.




Markree/ Mercury Sligo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Markree Castle, Sligo



Markree/ Mercury Sligo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Markree Castle



Markree/ Mercury Sligo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Markree Castle



Markree/ Mercury CastleSligo 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Markree as it is today. Once a modest house but transformed by Francis Johnston 1802-4. Other architects were involved throughout the years since. 
(Next Primary Slide)
 





Arus an Uachtaain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Aerial photograph of Arus an Uachtarain showing on the far right just beyond the main building a small group of buildings including “the Dairy”, for which I have a drawing. (Point it out) 
 




Arus an Uachtarain 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vice Regal Lodge 1838 (now Arus an Uachtarain) (Drawing not by Johnston but interesting)

(Next AncillarySlide)
Aerial photograph of Arus an Uachtarain showing on the far right just beyond the main building a small group of buildings including “the Dairy”, for which I have a drawing.
 
(Next AncillarySlide)
Photograph dated about 1860 with “Dairy” on right. (Point it out) 






Arus an Uachtarain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arus an Uachtarain



Arus an Uachtarain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
  
Arus an Uachtarain which is a multi architect building which includes Clements (1751), Johnston and others. This shows a portion of the “Dairy” just coming into view on the right, for which I have a drawing. 

(Next Primary Slide) 





Arus an Uachtaain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photograph dated about 1860. 



Arus an Uachtarain 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A better image showing the “Dairy” (Point it out) 

Johnston redesigned much of the interior and exterior.





Arus an Uachtaain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At last a drawing of the dairy at Arus an Uachtarain.



Arus an Uachtarain 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Dairy in modern times. 





Arus an Uachtarain 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arus an Uachtarain



Sackville Street – O’Connell Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sackville Street before the O’Connell monument was erected and a change of name to O’Connell Street. The bridge was also widened to be in line with the streetscape. We were always told that it is now wider than it is long.

In this image you can pick out the GPO or the General Post Office, (Point it out), Nelson’s Pillar, (Point it out), and St. George’s Church in the distance, which we will see in minute (Point it out). All the creation of Johnston. 



 
 
 



General Post Office– O’Connell Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The GPO – an engraving dated 1824.




General Post Office – ruins of 1916
 (from top of Nelson’s Pillar)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The GPO after the destruction of 1916 – from top of “The Pillar” – it was never called “Nelson’s” Pillar when I was young. I suppose because we did not have any other pillar! 





St. George’s Church. Hardwicke Place, Temple Street, Dublin.
   (view from Eccles Street) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we are back in Eccles Street again and looking at St. Georges Church in Hardwicke Street.
Francis Johnston, if you remember lived here on in number 64 on the right this time as we are looking down the street . 
If you walked down the street past his house to number 78 and looked directly across the street on 16th June 1904 you might have seen James Joyce’s main character in Ulysses – Leopold Bloom start off on his odyssey journey around Dublin.
Prior to starting out he visits his outdoor toilet. As he leaves the toilet he hears and I quote “A creak and a dark whirr in the air 
high up. The bells of St George's church. They tolled the hour: loud dark iron.
Heigho! Heigho! - Heigho! Heigho! - Heigho! Heigho!
Quarter to. There again: the overtone following through the air, third.” End of quotation.
This is the same St. Georges you see in front of you and designed by Johnston. (Point it out) 
Johnston also donated the bell which, when the church was converted into office, were transferred to the Church of Ireland on Taney Road, Dundrum. 






St. 
George’s 
Church

Hardwicke 
Place, 
Temple 
Street, 
Dublin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Image of St. Georges from the Dublin Penny Journal.




St. 
George’s 
Church

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

St. Greorge’ Church. Another one of his gems, especially its interior which I was unable to photograph.




St. 
George’s 
Church

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For those of you that know, London and St. Martin-in –the Fields beside Travalgar Square, might see a close resemblance to St. George’s church shown here in a frontal view.
  





St. 
George’s 
Church

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
00000



Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nelson’s Pillar in front of the GPO. It was 121 feet high with a 13 foot statute of Nelson on top. 




Nelson’s Pillar  
Dublin 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Of course we cannot take a picture of the pillar anymore as it was blown up in 1966. Nelson was blown off the top leaving only a stump. The Irish Army finished off the job. I heard both explosions in Donnybrook.
The entrance was at ground level through a turnstile. I think the small building in front was a Coras Iopmpar Eireann information office. 

You started to climb a circular stone stairway of 168 steps and when you arrived at the top it was not originally  caged-in above the railings. It was caged in during my memory as at least one young man landed amongst the flower sellers at the base. 
As you can imagine, the Dublin wits were in great form. 








Nelson’s Pillar, Dublin 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, the drawing of Nelson’s Pillar is very faded and this may indicate its popular use.

There was also, for some time, doubt as to who was the eventual architect.

Starting at the base, the original entrance was not at ground level but underground and not on same side as shown previously.

In addition at the top and I appreciate you may have difficulty in seeing this – Nelson is not at the top.
I have tried a work around that should give you a zoomed in view. Just give me half a minute---------

I have also tried to trace over this drawing as shown in the next image. So obviously there was no final drawing of Nelson available at the time of this drawing. The actual statute of Nelson was by Thomas Kirk.





Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My tracing effort to illustrate the top as drawn by Francis Johnston. (Next Primary Slide) 





Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The signature on this drawing is seen to be that of Francis Johnston.

The other contender was Wilkins who was paid for his drawings which were not used




Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When built the entrance was underground on the west side. You are looking at the South, and East side(Point it out)




Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On 8th March 1966 an explosion toppled Nelson and his Pillar and his head came tumbling down.




Nelson’s Pillar  Dublin Nelson’s Head  Dublin 8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nelson’s Head which came tumbling down in 1966.



Royal Hibernian Academy, Abbey St. Dublin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Royal Hibernian Academy,  (now Abbey St). Dublin



Royal Hibernian Academy, Abbey St. Dublin 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At his own expense Johnston designed and built the The Royal Hibernian Academy's premises in Abbey Street, and leased to the Academy in perpetuity for a nominal rent. The building was destroyed by fire in 1916; only the upper storeys of the façade survive.




Royal Hibernian Academy, Abbey St. Dublin 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Its location beside Wynnes Hotel
(Next Primary Slide) 




Royal Hibernian Academy, Abbey St. Dublin 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All that remains of the original home of the RHA. The Royal Hibernian Academy's premises
now resides in Ely Place/Hume Street, near Stephen’ Green.




Powerscourt House/Shopping Centre, Dublin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After the Act of Union in 1801, nearly all the great mansions were sold either to the Government or to private individuals. Powerscourt House, 59 William Street, Dublin was converted to the Stamp Office by Johnston. He also added additional buildings.




Kilmainham Gate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Richmond Tower or the West Gate is an gateway to the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin, designed by Francis Johnson and named after the Duke of Richmond, the Lord Lieutenant at the time. The gateway originally stood beside the river Liffey at Barrack Bridge at the junction of Watling Street and Victoria Quay, but had to be moved after the building of nearby Kingsbridge Railway Station in 1846 caused traffic congestion at the site.
Johnson had placed his personal coat of arms above the arch, concealed by a piece of wood painted to match the stone, his idea being that his arms would be revealed to future generations after the wood became rotten. However, his little trick was uncovered when the gateway was taken down for removal.

The Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin also contains a significant amount of other work by Francis Johnston which is well worth investigating.



Wellington Barracks, then Griffith Barracks South 
Circular Road, Dublin (now Griffith College)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The original Wellington Barracks now Griffith College.





Bank of Ireland 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bank of Ireland, College Green. Drawing from Westmoreland Street – Eastern Portico by Gandon. Maurice Craig says “all our greatest names have brought something to it, yet it remains a coherent and satisfactory whole”.




Bank of Ireland 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From Westmoreland Street towards Dame Street - Francis Johnston walled up the windows. When he had finished, there was not a window to be seen.



Bank of Ireland 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lovett Pearce’s main building onto which Johnston crowned the central pediment with statutes.




Bank of Ireland 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pediment with statues. 



Bank of Ireland 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Entrance Hall – Johnston.





Bank of Ireland 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Johnston’s great Cash Office which was originally the House of Commons. He did not touch the House of Lords.





Bank of Ireland 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cash Office Ceiling – Johnston.





Foster Place 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fosters Place which I think is the most perfect location in Dublin. If you continue around the Bank of Ireland, it is the short street on right. 
On the right is a portico by Parke. 





Foster Place 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bank of Ireland Western Portico by Parke






Foster Place 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Former site of Central Bank by Johnston.





Foster Place 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Detail Central Bank.





Foster Place 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Foster Place houses by Johnston.
 





Foster Place 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another view of Foster Place
(Next Primary Slide) 
.





Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is my favourite building of all time anywhere. And one the Gems of Francis Johnston. Maurice Craig says the Chapel Royal is built of Dublin calp limestone. This fact has been recorded and repeated into others works but it is not entirely true. 
Dublin calp is not very suitable for carving.
Francis Johnston writes in his own description of the Chapel Royal and I quote “ The exterior is composed of hard limestone of a dark bluish hue. …..The outside appears plain and simple, having buttresses of a good proportion terminating with pinnacles, decorated with grotesque heads ; droppers on the angles, (Please note what comes next, ) and handsome finials executed in limestone, which was got from the quarries near Tullamore, in the King’s County” END OF QUOTATION. As I understand it, 

it is from Tullamore limestone that all the fine carvings were executed.

Johnston also writes “The exterior of the organ was designed by the architect of the Chapel (i.e. himself), and built by Mr. Gray of London, and it was the only article of this fabric that was not executed by native artists.”






Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
South and East view



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chapel Royal from the Chester Beatty Garden.
 




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Brian Boru, (Point out, )  St. Patrick, (Point out, )  and St. Peter (Point out, ) amongst over 90 other sculptures on the exterior. Sculpted by Edward Smyth and his son. John.




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 5
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Presentation Notes
More




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And even more.




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The day I went up to take photographs, the Chapel was closed but fortunately I went to the Revenue Museum in the crypt of the building and met the right man to show me around on a private tour.
Here you see three staircases up through the Royal Chapel. 



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The central image shows the edge of two doorways in the crypt and between them a great face of, I would guess one of the workmen on the job? 
The other four images are of ventilation shafts through the limestone to the centre of the wall. It is said that the Chapel is timber framed but I have yet to see proof of this. There may well be timber within the walls that need ventilation to prevent rot.


Ventilation Shafts and a carving in the crypt



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The decoration of the ceiling of the interior was done by George Stapleton a leading stuccodore of the time,
 



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Magnificent Interior.




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 11
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Stained Glass in the sanctuary.




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Organ




Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 13



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle



Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle 14



Grangegorman 1816 (1)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Richmond General Penitentiary was a prison established in1820 in Grangegorman as an alternative to transportation.
The building was designed by Johnston and decorated by George Stapleton. The building was completed in 1816, but it served as a fever hospital in that year and was subsequently completely refurbished. It received its first prisoners in 1820. 






Grangegorman 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
View from the rear.




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a complex well worth visiting at the Clapilzod entrance to the Phoenix Park.
Around the grounds it has, in addition to what you will see here, two separate chapels, wild deer and various nursing units etc.

Formerly the Royal Hibernian Military School, for children of deceased soldiers, it originally may have been designed by Thomas Cooley who did the school chapel in the grounds. Thirty years after its initial completion, Francis Johnston designed large extensions to the building, including both the advancing wings to the front and a large courtyard to the rear.
The main building is over 300 feet wide from the end of one wing to another, but has been much altered. The central range has had extra windows inserted.
 Other buildings in the complex include farm buildings by Johnston as can be seen in front.

Drawing of the rear of main buildings







Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rear under repair.




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Drawing of the rear of main buildings




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Front view of main buildings




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 3
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Presentation Notes
South View of Main building.




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 4
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Presentation Notes
Original section.




Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Partially derelict farm buildings. Sad but need rescuing.





Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I was taking these photographs I realised the original view from here, of the Dublin mountains, must have been magnificent. 

I went to reception and asked could I go upstairs to take a photograph from the top window. The receptionist, a middle aged woman who had worked there for 16 years, asked what view I was talking about. She did not know that just because her window looked out on trees, that other windows had better views – like the next image.





Royal Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin
(later St Mary’s Chest Hospital) 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I think I would consider cutting down the trees entirely and start planting again.




Pulpit in St.Werburg’s Church 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pulpit in St. Werburghs Church, Werburgh Street designed by Johnston. (see detail in Next Slide).






Detail - Pulpit in St.Werburg’s Church 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Detail of Pulpit.

We now leave Dublin.




Glanmore Castle, Ashford, Wicklow

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Glanmore Castle an 18th Century Castle on the Grounds of Devils Glen Equestrian Village county Wicklow.
Built in the mid 1700 and sympathetically redesigned in 1804 by Johnston. 

Formerly the family home of the famous Irish playwright J.M. Synge
.
 



Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Between 1801 and 1806 Johnston worked at Tullynally, adding what one observer has since called ‘little more than a Gothic face-lift for the earlier house,’ notably two round towers projecting from the corners of the main block and battlements around the parapet. 





Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tullynally again.

It is now time for us to visit Count Offaly(Next Primary Slide) 






Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tullynally



Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tullynally.



Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tullynally



Tullynally/Packenham Hall, Westmeath

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tullynally



Mullagh Hill, Killurin, Tullamore

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Proposed Fortress for Killuran Hill Offaly 1805- drawing from Murray Collection without signature. 



Willis Shop Front (Tullamore ?), - 
before improvement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Willis Shop Tullamore. No further information on location – no definite identity for architect. I think this Grey, Cunniffe Insurances.





St. Catherine’s Church of Ireland, Tullamore

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
St. Catherine’s Church of Ireland. View from the West. This view is impossible to photograph in the 21st century. So I photographed it from the East –See next slide.




St. Catherine’s Church of Ireland, Tullamore

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
)

This view is impossible to photograph (from the west), in the 21st century. So you see photographed it from the East.







Charleville Castle, Offaly 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We now come to Charleville Castle.

Michael Cuddehy’s Plan of Intended Improvements at Charleville dated 1785.




Charleville Castle, Offaly 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Michael Cuddehy’s Plan of Intended Improvements at Charleville dated 1785.

Note Clodiagh River on Left with view down from Mucklagh Bridge towards the Farm Buildings.






Charleville Castle, Offaly

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1855 map based on 1838 Ordnance Survey. Included in Emma Burke’s excellent dissertation on William Ashford’s Views of Charleville, a copy of which is in Offaly History Library. This image will help explain the aspect used in the next image – a painting from Mucklagh Bridge area towards Farm Buildings




Charleville Castle, Offaly 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
William Ashford, an Englishman, came to Ireland in 1764. He came to Charleville in 1801 and painted five views of the estate of which this is one. Since no official titles have been given to Ashfords views I intend to use any published titles that give an accurate description that is easy to understand.
This is “Fishermen in a punt on the River Clodiagh with Gothic Dairy in the background” This, for me, locates this view as been from Mucklagh Bridge area. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is Ashford’s “Figures by a Weir on the River Clodiagh at Charleville”





Charleville Castle, Offaly 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ashford’s “The River with Trees and a Rustic Bridge on the The Charleville Estate”
(




Charleville Castle, Offaly 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coloured map based on 1855 Ordnance Survey. Notice the Road has now a new orientation. Showing Mucklagh Bridge and the lake on the other side of the road. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drawing of Boathouse on Lake,






Charleville Castle, Offaly 8
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Presentation Notes
Boathouse from a different aspect.






Charleville Castle, Offaly 10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sketch by Charles William Bury of his view of what Charleville might look like.






Charleville Castle, Offaly 9
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Presentation Notes
Drawing of the front of Charleville
(Next Primary Slide) 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This particular view, of the Castle has appeared within various landscapes. By an unnamed artist, and usually displayed by the Courtesy of the Knight of Glin. Sometimes the castle is further in the distance and in the foreground deer and trees,  in Winter and also in Summer. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have now arrived at the third of the Gems of Francis Johhston – Charleville Forest and Castle. 

A photograph taken from a hot air Balloon. 

Note Trees as in shape of Union Flag. Also Chapel and Stables.  84,000 Euros is being spent at present (Nov 2015) on Stables etc. but not the chapel. Seems to be temporary solution as roof seems to be corrugated iron but difficult to see exactly. Take a look yourselves.







Charleville Castle, Offaly 13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chapel





Charleville Castle, Offaly 13
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Presentation Notes
Stables.





Charleville Castle, Offaly 14

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes






Charleville Castle, Offaly 15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes






Charleville Castle, Offaly 16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Charleville Castle, Offaly 17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes






Charleville Castle, Offaly 19

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here we have the front Hall and stairway to the two rooms which we will visit – The Gallery straight ahead and to the right the Dining Room or William Morris Room.
I would like you to note the bright wall colouring on the landing area, a bright cream. This is not the original colour and over the life of this, mainly family, home, like in our own homes, the colour schems have changed. 

We will be visiting the rooms straight ahead and to the right. When I first visited Charleville in the early 1980s the lease was with an Englishman called Michael Mc Mullen. 

His colour scheme included  a reddish purple on this staircase which you will see in the next image. It required considerable dedication and hard work to alter this and other rooms to the brighter scheme which allows us see the buildings architectural features. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 19

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fortunately a very small area on the staircase remains of the reddish/purple paint. This colour covered all the staircase and was painstakingly removed by the current leaseholders for which, I think, they do not always receive due praise.





Charleville Castle, Offaly 28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I would like to have taken this photograph. Apart from its artistic value, it shows on the wall on the left hand side the brown colour that would have predominated throughout much of the house – making the overall effect very dull and dark. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another image of the same staircase. 




Charleville Castle, Offaly 28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not to disappoint you I popped in yet another staircase in cut stone in the servant area. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
– yet another staircase, to the tower, I suspect.






Charleville Castle, Offaly 24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This seems to be a sample sheet from which the dining room ceiling may have been taken. 








Charleville Castle, Offaly25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Dining Room, now renamed the William Morris Room, is the subject of an article by Emma Burke in the recent 2013, Volume 7, Offaly Heritage.
The article states that “The William Morris designs for Charleville are an important part of Ireland’s cultural history. Unfortunately, not many of Morris’s designs remain in the castle today, having been destroyed by a century of neglect.”





Charleville Castle, Offaly 27

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A piece of the original wallpaper in Charleville. I do not know which room it came from but it is not reproduced in Offaly Heritage article. 




Charleville Castle, Offaly 22b

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Within the dining room, the ceiling owes its look to the talented William Morris, who stenciled it between the 1860s and the 1890s with the only record of his actually visiting Tullamore being 10 October 1877. 

Keep an eye on the walls and their colouring in the next few images. I do not know the date of this photo. 




Charleville Castle, Offaly 26

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this image, of a few years ago, the wall colour has changed. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 26 a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this image of current colour has changed again. It has been changed in order to fit in with the hoped for arrival of the painting, which originally hung here, of Henry VIII






Charleville Castle, Offaly 26 a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
painting, which originally hung here, of Henry VIII .






Charleville Castle, Offaly 26 a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Detail of the ceiling – a wild boar. By total coincidence the Hooper crest is a wild boar but without the arrow through it’s neck – a sign of violence in their pedigree. (Next Primary Slide) 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 26 a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is difficult to see in this image but there is a “C” fo Charleville  underneath the crown. 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 26 a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I do not know the significance of this image(Next Primary Slide) 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 22a

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Gallery with the colour scheme when I first visited in the mid 1980s. This is how Michael Mc Mullen, the leaseholder at the time, sought to present the décor. 




Charleville Castle, Offaly 21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
more






Charleville Castle, Offaly 22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
more





Charleville Castle, Offaly 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Gallery as it is today






Charleville Castle, Offaly 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More. And it is truly beautiful. 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This final image of Charleville’s interior, shows there is very much life in the old building yet!

It has a vibrant, lived-in family and community ethos and is open to all.
Bonnie Vance and family, together with Dudley Stewart and the Charleville Castle Heritage Trust are guardians of the castle and responsible for the current fabric and décor. 





Charleville Castle, Offaly 29

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charleville is very much a, “Work in Progress”, conservation project and I know all assistance is very much appreciated. 






Charleville Castle, Offaly 30

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have now climbed aboard our magic carpet and leave Charleville Castle.

 





Francis Johnston

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On your left the Back & White image I mentioned earlier which is most common image of Francis Johnston.
On your right the oil painting.
 
We nave now completed our, all too brief, trip through the work of Francis Johnston. 

I set out to link Johnston’s Charleville with his other designs in Ireland and let each of them reflect their own unique magic on the others, to the benefit of all. 

In my opinion Francis Johnston is Ireland’s greatest architect, of all time.

I trust I have gone some way to convince you likewise. Thank you.
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